
 

 



 

Table of Contents  
 

  

Letter from your Chair 2 

Introduction and Role of This Committee 3 

Statement of the Issue 4 

Historical Background 5 

Machismo and Marianismo 5 

Race and Socio-Economic Status 6 

Women’s Rights vs the Family Unit 7 

Current Situation 8 

Questions to Consider 9 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

Background Guide text copyright ©2021 by ClarkMUN. All text is original and may not be duplicated without 

permission. Images presented herein are presented for educational purposes and the creator has been cited 

appropriately. This background guide may not be used for any purposes other than preparation for ClarkMUN 

XI without express written permission from ClarkMUN.  

  

MUN at Clark    |    Clark University    |    950 Main St, Worcester, MA 01610    |    clarkmun.org  

http://www.clarkmun.org/


CEDAW ClarkMUN XI 2  

Letter from your Chair  
  

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to CEDAW! My name is Valeria Chavez and I’m a Senior here at Clark University 

double majoring in Political Science (with a concentration in International Relations) and 

Geography (with a concentration on Geography Information Science), currently pursuing 

double-Honors. Some of you might vaguely remember me from last year when I was Secretary 

General of ClarkMUN X. This is currently my fourth and final year doing MUN at Clark 

University and it has been a really special part of my college experience that I will dearly 

remember once I graduate. In my time at Clark I’ve attended more than 10 conferences in the 

North American collegiate circuit but this is only my second time Chairing a committee. I am a 

proud Peruvian-American, so I’m really excited to be conducting this committee on Women’s 

Rights in Latin America.  

Latin America is in a state of crisis in regards to women’s rights. Despite several attempts at 

improving legislation and creating new protections for women, countries in Latin America have 

seen a drastic increase in feminicides in the past half-decade. In countries such as Mexico, 

feminicides have increased by 137% during this time period and an average of 10 women die 

every day (Kennon and Valdevitt, 2020). In Peru, at least 11 victims of domestic violence are 

registeres every day and between January and September of 2020, more than 6,000 women 

were raped (MIMP, 2020). Gender-based and domestic violence are human rights violations 

and should be treated as such. I cannot wait to hear all your ideas as to how we can strengthen 

the legal systems of countries across the region to tackle this crisis.  

Whether this is your first MUN committee or the first time you hear about CEDAW or the 

women’s rights crisis in Latin America, I hope that this committee inspires you to think about 

the way women are still vulnerable in the 21st century to gender-based and domestic violence. 

I am confident that this committee will spark in you a new interest in debate and international 

politics as well as the importance of thinking about women’s rights violations in the same light 

as human rights violations. The DAIS will be looking for delegates who can further substantive 

proposals while remaining diplomatic and trying to work toward achieving feasible solutions to 

the problem. I prompt you to use this guide only as a starting point and do some more 

research on your own.  
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Feel free to email me if you have any questions regarding the committee or the topic in 

general.  

I can’t wait to meet you all this March! 

All the best, 

Valeria  

Valeria Chavez   Chair, CEDAW   ClarkMUN XI 

 

Introduction and Role of This 

Committee  
 

  

The Commission on the Status of Women, commonly referred to as CSW, was established as a 

commission of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1946. It is the main international 

body for the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women worldwide. The 

commission documents what women’s lives are like around the world and it shapes the global 

standard on gender equality (UN Women, 2020a). During its annual session, representatives of 

the United Nations get together to discuss progress and gaps in the implementation of the 

1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, a visionary agenda for the empowerment of 

women that resulted from the Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing, China in 

1995 (Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 1995). The Commission also contributes to 

the work being done in regard to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development so as to 

“accelerate the realization of gender equality and the empowerment of women” (UN Women, 

2020b). 

 

As per ECOSOC resolution 2015/6, CSW works through the adoption of multi-year 

programmes of work. At each session the Comission does the following: 
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● Convene a high-level segment to reaffirm and strengthen political commitment to the 

realization of gender equality; 

● Engages in general discussion on the status of gender equality identifying ahievements and 

challenges; 

● Holds an interactive panels of experts to build capacities for gender equality across policies 

and programmes; 

● Identifies one theme of the Beijing Declaration and links it to the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development; 

● Evaluates progress in the implementation of agreed conclusions from previous sessions; 

● Discusses emerging issues and trends affecting the situation of women worldwide;  

● Contributes gender perspectives to the work of other intergovernmental bodies and 

processes;  

● Considers the report of the Working Group on Communications; 

● Agrees on further action for the promotion of gender equality and empowerment of 

women through conclusions and resolutions; 

● Reports on the ways gender relates to the main theme of the Economic and Social Council; 

● Celebrates International Women’s Day when it falls within its session (UN Women, 2020a). 

 

Past themes of the annual CSW meetings have included: Empowering Rural Women and Girls 

(2018), Social Protection, Public Services, and Infrastructure (2019), Realizing Gender Equality 

and the Empowerment of all Women and Girls (2020), and Women's Full and Effective 

Participation and Decision-Making in Public Life (2021). UN Women is the Secretariat of the 

CSW and as such supports all aspects of the Commission's work.   

  

Statement of the Issue  
  

  Despite several attempts at improving legislation and creating new protections for 

women, countries in Latin America have seen a drastic increase in violence against women in 

the past half-decade. In countries such as Mexico, feminicides have increased by 137% during 

this time period and an average of 10 women die every day (Kennon and Valdevitt, 2020). In 

Peru, at least 11 victims of domestic violence are registeres every day and between January and 

September of 2020, more than 6,000 women were raped (MIMP, 2020). Latin America is in a 

state of crisis regarding women’s rights and a large part of the problem is the weak legal 

systems of countries across the region and the lack of enforcement of existing laws due to 

cultural biases. There is an impending need for the restructuring of legal practices in order to 
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protect victims of gender-based violence from potential retaliation from assaultors. 

Additionally, it is imperative to find preventive measures at all scales of society in order to 

address rape/victim-blaming culture with the goal of building more equalitarian and peaceful 

societies.  

Historical Background  
 

Machismo and Marianismo 

Although native cultures in Latin America had their own form of patriarchy before colonization, 

colonialism imposed European views on gender, race, sex and religion onto native people which 

resulted in the development of the insidious form of patriarchy known as “machismo” (Munoz, 

2017). In short, machismo can be defined as the cult of hyper-masculinity manifested through 

exaggerated aggressiveness and the outright rejection of all things feminine (Stevens 1973, p. 

90). Complementary to machismo is marianismo, the belief that women are morally superior to 

men. Marianismo teaches women to be endlessly patient and modest like the Virgin Mary; a 

“good woman” endures all pain a man puts her through (Idem, p. 95). Machismo and 

marianismo are two sides of the same coin as they justify men’s violence against women and 

reinforce women’s silence. This dynamic also feeds into the lack of enforcement of allegations 

of violence against women given that police officers will often dismiss women and humilliate 

them for “complaining.” In Guatemala, authorities tend to be apathetic even when it comes to 

feminicides “claiming that these murdered women probably did not follow traditional gender 

roles and/or were immoral” (Wilson 2014, p. 9).  

Machismo and marianismo also contribute to the separation “spheres of influence.” The public 

sphere is for men and the domestic sphere is for women. As such, men are allowed to engage 

in public life and work outside the house while women are expected to stay home and take 

care of the house and the children. It follows then, that economically active women are 

subjected to greater violence than stay-at-home wives even when their contributions are 

essential to the functioning of the household (Wilson 2014, p. 6). A study conducted in 2003 by 

the Mexican government found that women who worked outside of the household reported 

more abuse than average with 49.6% as compared to 46.6% for women who did not work 

outside the household (Idem). This is partially due to the expectation of men to be the sole 
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providers of the family and women’s contribution are perceived as a challenge to their 

masculinity.  

Beyond violence within the household, the presence of women in the public sphere is 

commonly used as a justification for rape and other forms of sexual assault. Given that “good 

women” are meant to stay at home, it is their fault if something were to happen to them for 

being in the public sphere. In October of 2020, the lawyer of one of the men responsible for 

the gang-rape of a 21-year-old in Lima, Peru implied that the victim was deserving of it because 

she “enjoyed social life” (Barragan 2020). The comment caused massive outrage across the 

country’s capital but a significant portion of the population seemed to agree with the lawyer’s 

explanation on various social media platforms. Machismo and Marianismo are at the core of 

rape / victim-blaming culture in Latin America and it is crucial to take them into account when 

thinking about policies to reduce violence against women. When the people enforcing the law 

are so heavily influenced by these cultural biases, how can justice prevail? 

Race and Socio-Economic Status 

Another legacy of colonialism is the unspoken caste system. When the Spanish conquered Latin 

America, they established a caste system predicated on race. At the top were white Spaniards 

followed by Criollos, or the children of Spaniards born in the colonies. Next were individuals of 

mixed European and Indian or African ancestry (Mestizos and Mulatos respectively) and at the 

bottom were Native peoples and African slaves (Martinez and Iyer, 2008). Although the legal 

structure that backed this system during colonial times is now long-gone, biases derived from it 

still remain. In Latin America, European descent individuals tend to be better off than people of 

indigenous or african descent. In terms of violence against women, incidents of violence are 

higher among poorer sectors of the population. Research based on interviews with women in 

Lima, Peru found that violence against female partners occured among both the poor and the 

middle-class but it was more prevalent among the poor (Wilson 2014, p. 5). Considering the 

direct relationship between socio-economic status and race, indigenous and african descent 

women (women of color) are more likely to be victims of domestic abuse than european 

descent (white) women.  

However, the role of race does not end with violence within the household. Women of color 

are more likely to be sexually assaulted and be victims of gender-based violence than white 

women. European conquistadores often used the dehumanization of indigenous and african 

people to justify colonization, slavery, rape, etc (Munoz, 2017).  Although the legal system is 
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much different than it used to be, biases against women of color still prevail.  Despite laws 

against domestic violence, indigenous women in Latin America continue to be failed by the legal 

system (Creel et al 2001). Latin American society tends to reject all that is indigenous and apply 

a higher value to Western-like appearance; the more European you look the more attractive 

you are (Alcalde 2010, p. 29). Authorities will, in turn, dismiss allegations of violence against 

indigenous women insinuating they are not “desirable” or “attractive enough” to be sexually 

assaulted. Corrupt police officers will also ask for money to pay for “administrative fees'' in 

exchange for help; money these women do not have access to the majority of the time (Idem). 

A survey conducted on Kichwa women in Cotacahi, Ecuador found only 32% of women who 

had experienced domestic abuse denounced it due to shame and fear of the authorities (Sieder 

and Sierra 2010, p. 29). This shows that most cases of abuse are not even reported due to a 

lack of trust in the relevant authorities.  

A combination of fear and shame stands in the way of indigenous women from seeking help. 

Authorities are corrupt, largely unresponsive and tend to be dismissive toward them. Women 

of color are the most vulnerable group in terms of gender-based violence but also do not have 

the resources to pay the “administrative fees” corrupt police officers ask for in exchange of 

help. How can we ensure justice is available to women of color to the same extent it is to 

white women? 

Women’s Rights vs the Family Unit 

A recurring issue Latin American countries continue to run into when trying to put effective 

laws to combat violence against women is the Catholic Church and the preservation of the 

family unit. Catholic beliefs are predicated on the notion of forgiveness and the end of marriage 

in the form of divorce is at odds with that ; abused women should continue to forgive their 

husbands rather than divorce them for the sake of preserving the family unit. An example of 

this is the 1997 law passed in Peru which dictated that a woman who denounced her husband 

on the grounds of domestic violence had to come before a district attorney and discuss with 

her aggressor the terms that would allow the violence to cease. The policy did not have any 

form of enforcement, no police officer checking up on the victim or any supervision that the 

agressor was complying with the agreement. The government, rather than giving women the 

resources to leave an abusive environment, would encourage them to return to their 

aggressor. This law was revoked only in 2015.  
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In order to combat gender-based violence, and ultimately feminicides, domestic violence laws 

must prioritize the well-being of women. No woman should be expected to remain in an 

abusive situation and the government should provide them with the resources to be able to 

leave. How can we modify the legal systems of Latin American countries to protect women 

from abuse?  

Current Situation  
 

  

In 2016, 14 out of the 25 countries with the highest feminicide rates in the world are in Latin 

America (Widmer and Pavesi 2016). Despite several attempts at improving legislation and 

creating new protections for women, countries in Latin America have seen a drastic increase in 

feminicides in the past half-decade.  In Mexico, feminicides have increased by 137% during this 

time period and an average of 10 women die every day (Kennon and Valdevitt 2020). Honduras 

and El Salvador are consistently in the top 5 countries with most feminicides worldwide and 

Brazil has a consistent average of 1,000 feminicides a year (Idem). Colombia has an average of 

one feminicide every two days and Argentina had the third-highest number of feminicides in the 

world in 2018. The COVID-19 pandemic has worsened the situation significantly, with over 

1,423 women disappearing in Peru since lockdown started in January (Godoy 2020). Evidence 

from past pandemics and humanitarian crises show that social isolation and economic hardship 

worsen situations of abuse with many victims trapped at home with their abusers with nowhere 

to go to for help due to the limited resources available during the pandemic (Idem).  
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Questions to Consider 
 

  

1. How can Latin American states best challenge the gender norms imposed by machismo and 

marianismo and promote non-violent masculinities? How can we best educate women on the 

resources available to them if they are trapped in abusive situations? 

2. How can we make resources available to all women alike regardless of race or socio-economic 

status? How do we combat the existing biases authorities have when women denounce cases of 

abuse and/or violence? 

3. How can legal systems be better prepared to handle cases of domestic abuse, sexual assault, 

and feminicdes to ensure victims are protected and their abusers/aggressors are not impune? 

4. In what ways can laws regarding gender-based violence be improved upon to better protect 

women in Latin America? How can government’s ensure women’s interests and well-being are 

prioritized over the preservation of the family unit?  

5. How can we better address this issue in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic?  

6. In what way can governments partner with NGOs to provide better programs and resources 

to women across the region, especially those living in rural and remote areas? 

How can we contribute to the financial independence and the empowerment of women across 

the region so they can have the resources to leave abusive situations?   
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