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Letter from your Chair  
 

  

Dear ClarkMUN XI Participants, 

Whether this is your first ClarkMUN, your last ClarkMUN, or even your first Model United 

Nations conference, welcome! My name is Joseph Spaziano and I will be serving as your chair 

for the Lead Up to the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral crisis committee. The most famous gunfight 

of the Wild West Era, O.K. Corral has been the subject of many works of literature, film, and 

television episodes. There is even a daily reenactment of the shootout at the O.K. Corral site. I 

am thrilled to welcome you to Clark University and to my committee room. Your Crisis 

Director Jacob Bilsky is hard at work plotting a crisis committee full of detailed and unique 

challenges and updates, and I am working with the Secretariat to ensure a smooth, informative, 

and enjoyable experience. 

 

As a junior here at Clark, I study international relations and history, and have participated in 

ClarkMUN X as staff and as a member of the travel team at UPMUNC and FCMUN. One thing 

I’ve learned is how unique of an experience a crisis committee is. It requires a firm foundation 

of knowledge in the topic at hand and the ability to think on your feet. Unlike a general 

assembly committee, crisis leans heavily on advanced planning as well as improvisation. It is my 

hope that you will build your skills in dealing with a dynamic situation through negotiation and 

cunning, and that you will be able to leverage the skills you learn here in the future, both inside 

and outside of Model U.N. 

 

If there is anything that I can do to assist you, whether it be questions about the committee, 

questions about procedure, or questions about ClarkMUN XI, please do not hesitate to email 

me at jspaziano@clarku.edu. I can’t wait to welcome you to ClarkMUN XI in November! 

 

Joseph S. Spaziano   Chair  jspaziano@clarku.edu 
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Howdy delegates, 

 

My name is Jacob and I’ll be your crisis director. I first read about the infamous Gunfight at the 

O.K. Corral when I came across The Old West series from Time-Life Books while visiting my 

grandparents in middle school. Around that same time, I started watching westerns, and both 

Tombstone (1993) and Gunfight at the O.K. Corral (1957) are in my top five films in the genre, 

along with The Man Who Shot Liberty Valence, A Fistful of Dollars, and North to Alaska. More 

recently, I started painting and wargaming with miniature soldiers in the period. 

 

While a number of these depictions of the Old West are fun to watch, they tend to glorify or 

sensationalize the period, while whitewashing its social, economic, and political struggles. I 

encourage you to take inspiration from westerns when designing your crisis arcs, but keep in 

mind the historical dynamics of life in the borderlands and the legacies of colonization, 

imperialism, immigration, and exploitation upon which towns like Tombstone were founded. 

We often remember the history of the American West as being dominated by “great men,” but 

I’d encourage you to view the period through the lens of “history from below” as well. 

 

As a final note, your character list includes most of the major personalities in Tombstone. It 

might be hard to find historical figures to write to in your notes to crisis, so feel free to invent 

associates to aid your characters in their plots. Also, it’s perfectly fine for Earps and Cowboys 

to work together in-room but stay in character and make sure you have a good reason to 

justify such an alliance. I’m excited to be your C.D. for my last ClarkMUN before I graduate, 

and feel free to email me with any questions you have about how crisis arcs work or the 

committee itself. 

 

Jacob Bilsky  Crisis Director  jbilsky@clarku.edu 

 

P.S. Feel free to interpret the Western in “Western Business Attire” as literally as you like. 

Hats, bolo ties, boots, and dusters are all fair game, just be culturally sensitive (i.e. don’t wear a 

feather headdress if you aren’t a member of a First Nations tribe that wears them) and no 

jeans. For legal reasons, no firearms—real or fake—either. 
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Introduction and Role of This 

Committee  
 

  

The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral, or more accurately the gunfight in the empty lot next to C.S. 

Fly Photography Studio, has captured the U.S. imagination since the 1931 publication of the 

wildly inaccurate Wyatt Earp: Frontier Marshall by Stuart N. Lake. Despite lasting a mere 30 

seconds, the shootout has inspired numerous film and television adaptations, attracting movie 

stars like Kirk Douglass, Burt Lancaster, Kurt Russel, and Kevin Costner, yet few people know 

the real story behind the shootout. While historians have begun to shed light on the topic, 

popular fiction still tends to paint the fight as a clear-cut battle between lawmen and criminals, a 

classic tale of civilization coming to tame the Wild West. While there is often a grain of truth in 

the fiction, perhaps more so in Tombstone (1993) than other adaptations, many popular 

accounts of the gunfight leave out the complex social and political issues which led to its 

outbreak.  

This committee begins in Summer of 1880, one year after the founding of Tombstone Arizona 

and sometime after the arrival of the Earp family in the town. Delegates take on the roles of 

ordinary Tombstone residents, local politicians, business owners, lawmen, and “cowboys” as 

they debate issues as diverse as cattle rustling, regulating commerce, gun laws, land sovereignty, 

and voting rights as they compete for political influence in the town. Being a crisis committee, 

delegates should also be prepared for assassinations, trials, and elections—all events which they 

can influence. Will the town of Tombstone prosper and live up to the democratic ideals of its 

nation, or will it perish due to greed and corruption?  
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Historical Background  
 

Before Tombstone 

What is today known as Cochise County includes land originally inhabited by the Mogollón and 

Hohokam cultures from prehistory until the year 1500 C.E.1 Little is known about exactly what 

happened, but between 1200 and 1500 C.E. tribes from the Dené cultural and linguistic group 

in the Northeastern part of the continent migrated to the region. In particular, the Chiricahua 

Apache settled in the Dragoon Mountains, which dominated the landscape around Tombstone, 

between the late 1500s and early 1600s—avoiding much notice from the first Spanish 

expeditions into the region.2 Although numerous Spanish expeditions searched what is today 

Arizona and New Mexico for seven cities of gold in the 1500s, the first permanent European 

settlements were not established until the early 18th Century, following the work of 

missionaries such as Father Eusebio Francisco Kino in the 1690s.3 Throughout the period of 

Spanish settlement in the region, the Apache were known for raiding haciendas and pack trains, 

and in the 19th Century they continued their fight against the newly independent country of 

Mexico.4 

By the 1830s, Mexico’s hold on its northern states became tenuous, as slave owning settlers 

from the United States entered the region, leading to the Texas Revolution from 1835 to 1836. 

Soon after the U.S. annexed the new Republic of Texas as a state, the Democratic Party under 

President James K. Polk sponsored the controversial Mexican-American War between 1846 

and 1848, in an effort to expand the territory of the new state.5 Wanting more land to build a 

railway to California, but not another anti-war movement, the U.S. turned to the negotiating 

table in 1853, purchasing what would become Pima County, Arizona (and in turn Cochise 

 

1
 “Mogollon Culture,” January 5, 2021, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mogollon_culture. 

2
 Tom Clavin, TOMBSTONE: the Earp Brothers, Doc Holliday, and the Vendetta Ride from Hell (New York, NY: St. Martin's Publishing 

Group, 2020), 25. 

3 Ibid, 23. 
4
 Benjamin Capps, The Great Chiefs (Time Inc., 1975), 63. 

5
 Amy S. Greenberg, A Wicked War: Polk, Clay, Lincoln, and the 1846 U.S. Invasion of Mexico (New York, NY: Vintage Books, a division of 

Random House, Inc, 2013), xvii-xix. 
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county by the 1880s) for $10 million in the Gadsden Purchase.6 Upon the U.S. acquisition of the 

New Mexico Territory, they soon entered into conflict with the Apache. After years of fighting, 

Apache leader Magnas Coloradas agreed to negotiations with the U.S. in 1863, but upon 

meeting them was captured and executed in the night after fighting back when the men guarding 

him “goaded him with red hot bayonets.”7 After the murder of Coloradas, his son-in-law 

Cochise took leadership of the Apache resistance to white settlement in the region, waging this 

struggle until 1872 when he surrendered and the Apache were forcibly moved onto San Carlos 

Reservation soon afterward.8 

In general, the settlers of the New Mexico Territory were more occupied with the Apache 

than the American Civil War—sometimes known as the Second American Revolution for its 

role in ending chattel slavery—although the Confederacy made some gains after federal troops 

withdrew from the territory, leading Abraham Lincoln to divide the region into the Arizona and 

New Mexico territories in 1863.9 In this period, the territory was mainly settled by ranchers, 

often affiliated with the Democratic Party and holding Confederate sympathies, although 

railroad interests in the territory often represented more industrialist interests with Republican 

Party affiliations. Rural and urban interests in the American southwest regularly clashed, most 

infamously during the Lincoln County War in 1878, which pitted big ranchers John Chisum and 

john Tunstall—along with hired gun Billy the Kid—against monopolist general store owners J.J. 

Dolan and John Riley in a bloody three-year conflict.10 Despite the official end of the Civil War 

in 1865, the U.S. in the 1870s was far from peaceful as the U.S. military waged colonial war 

against Indigenous People on its “frontiers” and class war against striking workers in its mines, 

mills, and railways. Simultaneously, women, immigrants, and recently freed African Americans 

found themselves fighting for political representation. All of this set the stage for the drama of 

Tombstone to unfold in the 1880s, as rival factions of urban and rural capitalists fought for 

control on the last frontiers in the wake of several decades of social and political upheaval. 

The Early Days of Tombstone 

 In 1877, prospector and scout Ed Schieffelin returned from the Dragoon Mountains—

the stronghold of the Chiricahua Apache—to his Army camp with several samples of “float 

 

6 Clavin, TOMBSTONE, 35. 
7 Ibid, 26. 
8 Ibid, 31. 
9 Ibid, 37-8. 
10

 Paul Trachtman, The Gunfighters (Time Inc., 1974), 183. 
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ore,” prompting his comrades to remark “The only stone you’ll find out there will be your 

Tombstone.”11 Instead, he found a fortune in silver mining, and by 1878 the Arizona Territory 

established the Tombstone Mining District, which rapidly evolved into the village of Tombstone 

by 1879.12 By January 6th, 1880, the settlement established a village council, complete with 

federally recognized post office run by Richard Gird, a mayor named William Harwood, and a 

Town Marshall named Fred White.13 Meanwhile, the Tombstone Daily Nugget and Tombstone 

Epitaph, Democratic and Republican papers respectively, competed for readership amid the 

growing boomtown.  The village remained a part of Pima County in the Arizona Territory, and 

therefore the unincorporated regions surrounding the village were under the legal jurisdiction 

of incumbent sheriff and Democrat Charles A. Shibell. 

 Although mining interests made the town prosper, they were not the only economic 

interests in the region. A number of ranchers settled the area surrounding Tombstone, hoping 

to cash in on the demand for beef throughout the various mining towns in the American 

Southwest. Rather than buying cattle to form a herd, upstart ranchers like the Clanton and 

McLaury families took to rustling livestock across the border from Mexican haciendas and 

selling them to butchers in the U.S.14 This led to the development of a loose alliance between 

the ranchers and local outlaws, with the “Cowboys” becoming infamous for robbing 

stagecoaches, rustling livestock on both sides of the border, and causing a ruckus in town. 

Despite this gang of outlaws terrorizing Pima County, bar owners and butchers tended to 

tolerate them for their business and the Cowboys managed to maintain allies in the local law 

enforcement to prevent a crackdown on their activity. Even eventual Earp ally Fred White had 

friends among the Cowboys, and prominent Cowboy Curly Bill Brocious went so far as to help 

White keep the peace and defuse tense situations in town.15 In fact, prior to the 1880 Pima 

County Sheriff elections, the Earp faction often got along with associates of the cowboys, with 

Shibell—a Democrat taking patronage from Republican governor John C. Frémont—appointing 

Republican Wyatt Earp as a Deputy.16 

 

11 Clavin, TOMBSTONE, 50. 
12 Ibid, 53. 
13 Ibid, 92. 
14

 Fernando Martín, “What Really Happened at the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral?,” National Geographic, August 28, 2020, 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/magazine/2020/03-04/what-happened-gunfight-ok-corral/. 

15 Clavin, TOMBSTONE, 93. 
16 Ibid, 114-115. 
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Tensions Rise 

Partisan tensions in Pima County came to a head in 1880 with the coming election for county 

sheriff. Although incumbent sheriff Charles A. Shibell had held office since 1876 as a Democrat, 

Pima County leaned Republican and as of the start of the committee his opponent Bob Paul is 

expected to win. Unfortunately, elections in the West were rarely quiet, and Shibell and the 

Cowboys are unlikely to stand by and let their close ally be voted out. Meanwhile, the 

Republican Earps seem likely to side with Bob Paul to ensure continued positions in the county 

as law enforcement.17 

 Meanwhile, despite the Apache officially making peace with the U.S. government, many 

did not accept reservation life. In 1879, the charismatic Geronimo led one of his many escapes 

from the San Carlos reservation, returning a few months later in 1880 after wintering in 

Mexico. Although the intensity of the U.S. and Mexican conflict with the Apache may have 

lessened in the years of Tombstone’s foundation, it certainly hasn’t subsided.18 In fact, frequent 

border crossings, between escaped Apache bands and cattle rustling Cowboys have raised 

concerns about security, particularly around the Guadalupe Canyon.19 If Mexico were to deploy 

additional troops along its border, the Cowboys’ livelihoods would likely be threatened and 

Tombstone could suddenly become the epicenter of an international conflict. 

 This concludes the historical background up until the committee begins. Historically, 

Tombstone split off from Pima County to become the seat of Cochise County and 

incorporated as a city in 1881, causing major shifts in legal jurisdictions and heightening tensions 

between the Earps and the newly appointed sheriff and Cowboy ally Johnny Behan. Meanwhile, 

changing conditions forced the Cowboys to focus their activities within Arizona, and led them 

into more frequent conflict with U.S. law enforcement and the interests of Tombstone’s 

townsmen. This culminated in the Gunfight at the OK Corral, a series of retaliatory 

assassinations, and finally the Earp Vendetta Ride against the Cowboys between 1880 and 1882. 

Delegates should study the “future” of their committee, but keep in mind the decisions made 

 

17
 Anderson, Mike. "POSSES AND POLITICS IN PIMA COUNTY: The Administration Of Sheriff Charlie Shibell." The Journal of Arizona 

History 27, no. 3 (1986): 253-82. Accessed January 19, 2021. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41859683. 

18 Capps, Great Chiefs, 86. 
19

 Marshall Trimble, “The Massacres at Skeleton and Guadalupe Canyons,” True West Magazine, September 19, 2019, 

https://truewestmagazine.com/article/skeleton-guadalupe-canyons/. 
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by the committee and its individual members, either through personal letters to crisis detailing 

secret plots and conspiracies or through publicly debated and voted upon directives, can affect 

the course of “history.” We now end with some questions for the committee to debate, a 

character list, and resources for further research. Delegates should use the questions to guide 

their research, developing positions on each topic in-line with their character’s beliefs and 

historical actions. 

  

Questions to Consider 
 

  

1. Who will win the 1880 election to be Sheriff of Pima County? How can the citizens of 

Tombstone ensure fair elections and tip the scales in favor of their preferred candidates? Who 

should be able to vote (note that non-citizens could often vote in local elections in the 19th 

century, and some western states even extended the franchise to women)? 

2. Tombstone has grown rapidly since its foundation, already requiring the Pima County Sheriff to 

deputize additional officers in the eastern region of the county to keep the peace. Would the 

Tombstone Region be better off as its own county? If so, who will hold office and how will the 

newly incorporated town and county function? Who will hold legal jurisdiction over where? 

3. Despite the hopes of many citizens for Tombstone to become a sophisticated and modern 

town, the settlement is plagued by gun violence, drinking, gambling, and other similarly “sinful” 

acts. Meanwhile, robbery and cattle rustling are rampant in the countryside. Should the town 

crack down on this, or is a little crime a small price to pay to keep local businesses afloat and 

maintain the status quo? Should police and town officials be allowed to profit and hold vested 

interests in saloons, hotels, casinos, and various other establishments that often support the 

rowdiness? Do liquor, guns, gambling, and tobacco need to be regulated and/or banned? 

4. The late 19th Century saw the rise of many “progressive” causes, including labor struggles, 

campaigns for democratic rights for various disenfranchised groups, and even causes such as the 

prohibition of alcohol. Should Tombstone embrace such ideas? How will the implementation of 

reforms affect the interests of the mining and cattle industries? 
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As a city on the borderlands, how should Tombstone interact with Mexico and its Indigenous 

neighbors? Are reconciliation or collaboration possible? How do international boundaries affect 

commerce and legal jurisdiction in the area? 

 

Character List  
 

 As Katherine Benton-Cohen writes “‘Cowboy’ and ‘Lawman’ often translated into ‘Democrat’ 

and ‘Republican’ in southern Arizona, but not always.”20 The town of Tombstone could 

generally be divided into two camps, Republicans in favor of industrial capitalism, the mining 

industry, and a large government—the party largely abandoned its radical abolitionist and pro-

labor roots with the end of reconstruction in 1877—and Democrats favoring a smaller 

government and the interests of large ranchers while harboring Confederate sympathies. 

Despite this, individuals in Tombstone often made strange alliances in the moment to further 

their personal interests, regardless of their partisan affiliations. For example, Wyatt Earp 

collaborated with the Clantons and McLaurys on a stagecoach robbery in 1881 for their 

political support and cut electoral deals with Johnny Behan 10 months prior to the shootout at 

the OK Corral.21 Additionally, some of the townsfolk in this committee may not fit into either 

camp of opposed capitalist interests. In light of this, delegates are welcome to make or break 

alliances so long as such an action benefits their character and seems historically feasible, but 

the dais has categorized characters into rough political blocs to facilitate debate and help 

delegates prepare for committee. Delegates should feel free to invent characters or find 

forgotten Tombstone residents on census records who they can flesh out to use in their 

personal crisis arcs. 

           

  

 

20
  Katherine Benton-Cohen, Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the 

Arizona Borderlands (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2011), Location 625. 
21

 Ibid, Location 633; Fernando Martín, “What Really Happened at the Gunfight at the O.K. 

Corral?,” History Magazine, August 28, 2020,  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/magazine/2020/03-04/what-happened-gunfight-ok-corral/. 
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/magazine/2020/03-04/what-happened-gunfi


Tombstone 1880  ClarkMUN XI  11  

The Earp Family and Close Associates- The Earps were a family known for moving around 

the Western United States, with members working as lawmen, gamblers, soldiers, and 

businessmen throughout the U.S. Three of the Earp Brothers served in the Union Army during 

the American Civil War. The Earp brothers were very close and would not work against one 

another. Before the gunfight at O.K. Corral, the Earps generally found themselves aligned with 

the Republicans, urban businesses, and the mining industry in Cochise County, but this was an 

often-tenuous alliance, and they weren’t above working with the Cowboys. 

1.  Wyatt Earp- Not the eldest of the Earp brothers, but easily the most famous, Wyatt 

lived a robust life, travelling the West variously as an officer of the law, a criminal, a gambler, 

and a Buffalo Hunter. Prior to moving to Tombstone with his brothers, he gained fame by 

pacifying Dodge City alongside Bat Masterson. In Tombstone he came into competition with 

John Behan for the position of sheriff and for the love of a woman. 

2.  Virgil Earp- The oldest of the three Earp brothers involved in the Gunfight at OK 

Corral, but still younger than Tombstone saloon keeper James Earp, Virgil made a living in the 

timber industry and later as a marshal in Prescot, AZ after his service in the Union Army. Virgil 

was appointed a deputy U.S. Marshal upon announcing his intention to move to Tombstone, 

achieving the position of Town Marshal by the time of the Gunfight at OK Corral. 

3.  Morgan Earp- The youngest of the Earps in Tombstone, Morgan spent some time as a 

police officer and prospector in Montana before moving to Arizona to join his brothers. In 

addition to aiding his brothers as a deputy marshal at various points, Morgan protected stage 

coaches as a shotgun messenger in Cochise County and has connection in the Wells Fargo 

company. 

4.  John Henry “Doc” Holliday- A close friend of Wyatt Earp in his Dodge City days, 

Holliday was born in a wealthy Georgian family and cared for his tuberculosis-stricken mother 

as a teenager. He became a dentist in his 20s, but also contracted the disease, leading him to go 

West, where he became a gambler and made the aquaitence of “Big Nose Kate” Horony, a 

Hungarian-born lady of the night. Despite his disease, Holliday was an accomplished gambler 

and gunfighter. 

  

The Cowboys- The Cowboys were a loosely organized outfit of big ranchers, Democrats, and 

bandits, known for rustling cattle across the Mexican border and robbing stagecoaches in Pima 



Tombstone 1880  ClarkMUN XI  12  

County, Arizona. They generally opposed the spread of Northern industry and Republican 

regulation to the borderlands, as such things interfered with their business operations. While 

the incorporation of Tombstone may have represented an unwanted concentration of legal 

authority for the Cowboy’s separation from Pima County. 

1.  William “Curly Bill” Brocious- Considered “Arizona’s Most Famous Outlaw” and 

one of the best shootists in the Cochise County Cowboys, Brocious is best known for killing 

Fred White with an allegedly accidental pistol discharge and later battling Wyatt Earp in the 

climactic gunfight at Iron Springs. For our purposes, Brocious leads the Cowboys. 

2.  Frank Stillwell- A prominent Pima County businessman friendly to the Cowboys, 

Stillwell was known for being a capable gunman, with a knack for getting away with assassinating 

his rivals. Stillwell uses his wealth and connections in town to fund and coordinate many of the 

Cowboys’ operations. 

3.  Ike Clanton- A prominent Tombstone rancher along with his father Newman and 

brothers Phineas and Billy, Ike Clanton profited from purchasing rustled cattle and reselling 

them to Tombstone butchers. On many occasions he engaged in other criminal acts and held a 

grudge against urban businessmen like the Earps. 

4.  Johnny Behan- A prominent lawman in Pima County, Behan was the notorious leader 

of the “Ten Percent Ring,” for allegedly stealing tax revenues from Tombstone. Behan regularly 

came into conflict with Wyatt Earp, as the two competed for the same jobs as deputies and the 

affection of the same woman. 

5.  Sheriff Charles A. Shibell- The incumbent sheriff of Pima County and a staunch 

Democrat, Shibell spent time as a silver miner and a teamster before taking an interest in 

politics in 1874. Shibell was the candidate for sheriff favored by the Cowboys. If Cochise 

County separates from Pima County, he will lose jurisdiction over the area surrounding 

Tombstone. 

6.  Frank McClaury- Along with his brother Tom, Frank owned a ranch outside of 

Tombstone and participated in numerous raids to steal Mexican cattle alongside the Clantons. 

  



Tombstone 1880  ClarkMUN XI  13  

Republicans and Townsmen- This bloc represents the interests of Tombstone’s mining 

industry and the Republican Party. The Cowboy’s unruly behavior in-town and criminal actions 

in the surrounding area often threatened their interests, leading the townsmen to 

1.  Anson P.K. Safford- A former governor of the Arizona Territory and a founder of 

Tombstone AZ. Safford invested in a number of mining companies in Tombstone and ran a 

bank with branches in both Tombstone and Tucson AZ. Safford represents the interests of the 

mine owners in Pima County. 

2.  Fred White- The Town Marshall of Tombstone, White’s job is to keep the peace 

within the town’s limits. White is friendly with the Earps and is well liked by the mine workers 

of Tombstone, to the point where many of them attempted to avenge White’s untimely death. 

3.  Robert H. Paul- Born in Massachusetts where he became a seaman early in the 

second decade of his life, Paul moved west to participate in the California Gold Rush, but by the 

1870s found success as a shotgun messenger protecting stagecoaches. In 1878 Paul moved to 

Arizona at Wells Fargo’s request to deal with robberies perpetrated by the Cowboys. In 1880 

he was running for Pima County Sheriff. 

4.  John Clum- After serving as an Indian Agent at the San Carlos Apache Indian 

Reservation and implementing an nationally influential form of self-government there, Clum 

moved to Tombstone and founded the pro-Republican Tombstone Epitaph newspaper in 1880. 

An influential figure in the town’s incorporation, he was historically elected Mayor in 1881. 

5.  A.H. Emanuel- After moving to Tombstone in 1880, he became a superintendent of 

the Watermill Mining Company, owner of a blacksmith and wagon shop, and a member of the 

Tombstone Hebrew Association. Emanuel represents Tombstone’s 300 to 500 Jewish residents 

and would stay in the town long after the silver mines dried up, having a successful political 

career in the 1890s and 1900s locally.22 

  

 

22
 Warshaw, Eileen R., and About Eileen R. Warshaw. “What Became of the Jews of Tombstone?” Arizona Jewish 

Life, February 26, 2015. https://azjewishlife.com/what-became-jews-tombstone/ 
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Other Residents- The following characters don’t readily fit into any of the above blocs, 

representing various oppressed communities and progressive causes in Tombstone. Most will 

require 

1.  Josephine Brawley Hughes- A feminist and progressive campaigner in Pima County 

during the 1880s. Hughes promoted the causes of women’s suffrage and temperance, leading 

several efforts to prohibit alcohol and win women the right to vote in the Arizona Territory 

throughout the 1880s. The drunken rowdiness of Tombstone, rampant domestic abuse and 

prostitution, and dominance of criminal elements in the local government would appall Hughes. 

2.  Lottie Hutchinson- Variety Performer and later owner of the Bird Cage Theatre in 

Tombstone. She initially wished to bring classy, family friendly entertainment to Tombstone, but 

the Bird Cage quickly became an infamous hive of scum and villainy. With cowboys, miners, and 

lawmen all associating at her theater, Hutchinson probably knows a little more about 

Tombstone’s prominent figures than they would like. 

3.  Josephine Sarah “Sadie” Marcus- The common-law wife of first Johnny Behan, then 

later Wyatt Earp, Sadie’s relationship with both men put her at the center of the conflicts in 

Tombstone, AZ. Little is known about her occupation, but she is believed to have worked 

variously as a house keeper, gambler, and actress. Later in life she became an amateur historian 

and played an important role in promoting Wyatt Earp’s Legacy. 

4.  Alchesay- A member of the White Mountain Band of the Western Apache, Alchesay 

served as a scout in the U.S. military, receiving the Medal of Honor for his service in the 

Apache Wars. He is best known for peacefully negotiating Geronimo’s surrender, and while 

they served on opposite sides of the war, the two remained close friends and associates. 

5.  Myron Converse- “Captain” Converse appears in census records from 1880 as a 

member of Tombstone’s small African-American community, born around 1843 in the free 

state of Michigan. After moving to Allen Street in Tombstone, he worked as a saloon keeper at 

Walker’s Bar and was apparently known for serving Champagne Flips.23[4] As a saloon keeper, 

 

23
 United States Census Year: 1880; Census Place: Tombstone Village, Pima, Arizona; Roll: 36; Page: 162B; 

Enumeration District: 002; Sherry Monahan, Tombstone's Treasure: Silver Mines and Golden Saloons (Albuquerque, 

NM: University of New Mexico Press, 2007), 145. 
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Converse has access to considerable amounts of town gossip and is well connected to the 

Town’s working class. 

6.  Joseph Weydemeyer- An associate of Karl Marx and the first scientific socialist in the 

United States. Weydemeyer served as Lieutenant Colonel in the Union Army during the Civil 

War. While he died of disease shortly after the war in St. Louis, we’re playing with a bit of 

alternate history here and asking “What if Weydemeyer survived and moved further West in 

his 60s to organize miners in the Arizona Territory?” In this instance, Weydemeyer also 

represents a member of the Turnvereine, one of many German organizations made up of 

German and German-Jewish immigrants to the United States, usually with radical republican 

and socialist leanings. 

 

Further Readings 
 

  I recommend watching Tombstone (1993) starring Kurt Russel, as while it isn’t 

completely historically accurate, it comes closer than other fictional portrayals of the Gunfight 

at OK Corral and is good for establishing the setting of this committee. It also includes plenty 

of possible inspirations for character arcs! 

 

Tom Clavin’s recent popular history titled Tombstone: The Earp brothers, Doc Holliday, and the 

Vendetta Ride from Hell is referenced throughout this background guide and should be widely 

available in bookstores, libraries, and online. If you get the chance, it is both a good account of 

the history relevant to this committee and a generally entertaining read. 

 

Wikipedia includes several well researched articles on Tombstone history, with links to 

additional sources. While it shouldn’t be your sole source, it provides an overview of the 

history and can lead you to other more academic sources with the information you need. The 

following articles might be useful: 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cochise_County_in_the_Old_West 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_Arizona 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunfight_at_the_O.K._Corral 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cochise_County_in_the_Old_West
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunfight_at_the_O.K._Corral
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Episodes 12-17 and 25 of the Drift and Ramble Podcast all cover the stories of figures 

connected to Tombstone and its early history. It can be hard to find online, but is available on 

iTunes at this link https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/drift-ramble-podcast/id1126484216 

Finally, the following maps from the Library of Congress should give a sense of the geography 

for the committee: 

 

• Map of Pima County:https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4333p.la000006/?r=-0.06,-

0.044,1.111,0.634,0 

• Territory of Arizona: https://www.loc.gov/item/99446141/ 

• Railroad and County Map of Arizona: https://www.loc.gov/item/98688444/ 

• Fire Insurance Map of Tombstone: https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn00179_001/ 

Map of Tombstone Mining District: https://www.loc.gov/item/2012586611/  
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